
IMLI:
35 Years in the Service of the Rule of 

International Maritime Law

A Presentation by: 
Prof. Dr. Norman A. Martinez Gutierrez

(IMLI Director)



IMLI’s purpose

 IMLI was established through an international agreement
between IMO and the Government of Malta as the
primary centre of excellence worldwide for training in all
aspects of international maritime law.

 The main purpose of the Institute was at its inception to
assist Governments, particularly from developing
countries, in building up both their human and
institutional capacities in the full spectrum of
international maritime law for the uniform and effective
implementation of international maritime rules and
regulations, especially those adopted by IMO.



IMLI’s 
Role

 IMLI’s role has since then developed to train maritime
professionals from all over the world, whether they come from
developing or developed countries, and whether they work for
the government or in the maritime industry.

 To fulfill its purpose, the Institute provides suitably qualified
candidates with the opportunity to undertake advanced training,
study and research in international maritime law.



IMLI Master’s Programmes

 Master of Laws (LL.M.) in 
International Maritime Law;

 Master of Humanities (M.Hum.) in 
International Maritime Legislation;

 Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) in 
International Maritime Law / 
Legislation and ocean Policy (jointly 
with WMU).



Other Programmes

 A Research Degree programme leading to the award 
of the Degree of Magister Juris (M.Jur.) in 
International Maritime Law and the Degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in International Maritime Law; 

 Advanced Diploma programme in International 
Maritime Law;

 Short courses in the different areas of the Institute’s 
academic syllabus;

 Tailor-made courses as required.



Unique Nature of Legal Training at IMLI

 IMLI’s programmes are unique in that they cover in-depth the whole spectrum 
of international maritime law, including:
 Shipping Law;
 Law of the Sea;
 Marine Environmental Law; and
 International Maritime Security Law.

 IMLI’s programmes offer a dedicated course on maritime legislation drafting. 



Provision of fellowships

 IMLI relies on its donors to provide fellowships to IMO 
Member States;

 Every year the Institute reaches out to its donors to seek 
funding for government nominated officers, particularly 
from developing States, SIDS and LDCs;

 The call for applications is generally issued in 
October/November and closes around February/March.



Promotion of Gender Equality

 Since its inception the Institute has been at 
the forefront of the promotion of Gender 
Equality by adopting a policy in its Statute 
that up to fifty per cent of admissions are 
reserved for women.

 We therefore urge donors to consider giving 
fellowships to women candidates;

 In recent years, women have outnumbered 
their male counterparts in the student 
population;

 In staff, IMLI has 64% of female employees.



Paying it Forward

 In its efforts to increase its global outreach
and in furtherance of its capacity-building
mission, IMLI offers one free seat for every
IMO Member State to undertake its
specialized short courses online;

 The only requirement is that the relevant
nomination is made through the Permanent
Representation at IMO;

 For this purpose, the Institute sends 
information on the courses to all the 
Permanent Missions. 



Future of IMLI

 Serving the needs of the maritime 
industry (IMLI may offer executive 
and professional development 
courses on legal matters to the 
industry);

 Enhanced cooperation with IMO 
(IMLI will make itself available to 
participate in the delivery of ITCP 
activities by providing legal 
services to Member States).



 Donors may contribute to IMLI’s 
capacity-building mission either 
through direct donations to the 
Institute or through the provision 
of fellowships for deserving 
candidates. 

 Contact: director@imli.org

How to Support IMLI?





National 
Governments and 
other Donors





Training the Maritime Leaders of Tomorrow
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